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Nawegaon-Nagzira Tiger Reserve ( NNTR ) was notified as 46th Tiger Reserve of
India on 12th December, 2013. Its 5th Tiger reserve of Maharashtra. It is situated
in Gondia and Bhandara Districts in the North Eastern corner of Maharashtra.
Gondia district shares common boundaries with the states of Madhya Pradesh &
Chhattisgarh on the North and Eastern side respectively. Strategically the Tiger
Reserve is located in the heart of central Indian Tiger landscape. The Nawegaon
National Park and Nawegaon Wildlife Sanctuary (Nawegaon Block) are
adjoining each other. Both are situated in the Gondia District of Maharashtra.
Nagzira, New Nagzira and Koka Wildlife Sanctuaries (Nagzira Block) are
adjoining one another located partly in Gondia and partly in Bhandara district. 

NNTR comprises the five notified area of Nawegaon National Park, Nawegaon
Wildlife Sanctuary, Nagzira Wildlife Sanctuary, New Nagzira Wildlife Sanctuary
and Koka Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Tree clad forests, lakes with grassland, forest edge and rocky cliffs at some
places offer scenic beauty to NNTR. Embraced in the serene green surroundings
are various rare wild species that fascinate tourists from different nooks and
corners of the country. This area is an excellent abode to almost all major floral
and faunal species found in central India. NNTR has recorded sightings of Slender
Loris, Mouse Deer, Rusty Spotted Cat and Black Panther along with tiger.

NNTR provides a good opportunity to see and study forest and water birds to the
visitors. Migratory birds can be seen here in large numbers during the winter
includes Red-crested Pochard, Ruddy Shelduck, Black Stork etc.

About Nawegaon Nagzira Tiger Reserve
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To record the variety of birds found within NNTR.
To compile a comprehensive list of the bird species that
can be found in the NNTR.
To enhance the knowledge of local guides and front-line
forest staff on birds and other environmental aspects.
To continue adding species to the list of birds in
comparison to previous surveys.
To develop long-term plans for avifaunal conservation.
To document the diversity of birds on eBird so that
researchers, academics, volunteers studying nature, and
scientists would have easy access to the collected data.

Objective
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The 22 teams who took part in the study travelled on foot along a
total of 22 different birding camps and trails, recording the
various bird species they encountered.
Each team constituted of 1 or 2 members + 01 forest guards/2
Forest watchers.
The survey was documented on the eBird app. Each checklist was
at least 15 minutes long and a maximum of upto 20 mins long.
Targeted a minimum of 7-8 hours of birding (6:00 am-11:00 am
morning and 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm evening) by each team on 21-Jan-
2023 starting 6:30 AM. Checklists before 6:30 AM were also
considered.
All the eBird checklists were shared with the ‘nntrbirdsurvey’
group account on eBird and with respective team member user
IDs.
A checklist with zero (0) birds recorded was still a valis checklist.
This usually happen at night.
While heading back to your base, It was expected if possible to
take a circuit out rather then the same route back.
The team's task was to record many bird species as possible, but it
was more important to record correct identity of the bird. Record
with doubtful identification were recorded by suitable 'slashes'
(eg. Ashy/Black Drongo). 
Travelling checklists were preferred but only while walking.
Checklist while driving were marked 'incidental'.
It was important that we record as many species as possible
preferably in different habitats.
Birders were also encouraged to record bird call, as some of the
time it is very helpful in identifying a bird species. The team
leaders had the responsibility to submit the completed checklists
on eBird.

Methodology & Protocol Used in Survey
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For the survey, a total of 22 camp sites were identified,
covering the six ranges of NNTR, and each camp site had at
least the most basic amenities for a short stay. In order to
obtain the diversity of birds, we also tried to make sure
that all the places and terrains, such as grasslands, dense
forests, shrub lands, water bodies, river sides, mountainous
terrain, and plain terrains, were covered. The camps chosen
for the bird survey as shown in the map below. 

Camps & Trails identified for the survey
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Bird Count India
Save Ecosystem And Tiger ( SEAT )
Hirwal, Gondia

eBird India

Nawegaon Nagzira Tiger Reserve Bird Survey -2023 (NNTR Bird Survey
2023) was a 4-days birding event (20-23 January, 2023) where bird watchers
from Maharashtra and across India came together to document the rich and
unique avian diversity of NNTR. For the first time in Eastern Vidharbha
Landscape (EVL) more than 38 bird watchers from 5 states participated in
this survey. More than 44 trails were covered by the participants. The
participants split up into different groups to cover varied habitats such as
woodland, wetland, riparian forest and scrubland. During this survey, 8
species of Owls (including the magnificent Rock Eagle Owl), 10 birds of prey,
5 species of Woodpeckers (including Rufous Woodpecker), and many other
species were documented. For rare and uncommon birds, participants not
just took photographs but also recorded their sounds. This survey revealed
that the landscape of NNTR can potentially host species that are found in
the Himalayas, North-East, Eastern and Western Ghats ! Many species of
flycatchers and warblers from temperate Eurasia visit the region during the
winter. NNTR is a treasure trove that requires regular surveys by
experienced birdwatchers to understand the complexity of the region.

1st Nawegaon Nagzira Bird Survey Collaborated with 

Technology Collaboration

To Know more about NNTR 1st bird survey Trip Report click on the link
below.
https://ebird.org/india/tripreport/102483

Summary of 1st Bird Survey
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States Representation

Total Applications Received
Total State Participated 
Total Birder Selected for the survey 
Total Number of Bird Species Recorded
Total Checklist Prepared 
Overall Species Recorded in a previous 
(As per NNTR Tiger Conservation plan Annexure)

: 150
: 5
: 38
: 217
: 584
: 266 
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Siddharth Vineet, Durg

Kamal C Kishinani, Bengaluru

Amit Khare, Nashik

Narendra Kumar Meshram, Bhopal

Uday Subhash Chaudhari, Jalgaon

Prakash Yadav, Gondia

Ravi Gopalakrishnan, Bengaluru

Umesh Krishna, Pune

Swapna Rajendra Meshram, Gondia

Rahul Wakare, Wardha

Naina Yadav, Gondia

Yashashri Uparikar, Bhandaara

Amitesh Gondane, Nagpur

Vinit Shrivastava, Nagpur

Hrishikesh Nagarnaik, Nagpur

Shripad Bhanap, Thane

Chhatrapal Chaudhary, Gondia

Hritik Ronald Ekka, Durg

Shubhank Sonkar, Balod

Seema Ravikiran Patil, Nashik

Aadesh Shendge, Chandrapur

Saurabh Gharde, Gondia

Vivek Kumar Patel, Raigarh

Harshali S. Patkar, Thane

Atharva Gijare, Nagpur

Ketan Kulkarni, Nagpur

Swanand Deshpande, Yavatmal

Vinay Ravindra Bisen, Gondia

Kushal Kumar Patel, Bastar

Ravi Golani, Gondia

Rahul Bhagwat, Vadodara

Sameera S. Hindalekar, Thane

Deepali Yogesh Watve, Pune

Ayan Yogesh Watve, Pune

Abeer Yogesh Watve, Pune

Birders

37 Shahid Khan, Bhandara

38 Tejas Parshionikar, Nagpur19 Ashish Bareth, Bilaspur
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Yellow Bittern Eurasian Wigeon

Gadwall Kentish Plover

Temminck's Stint

Common Redshank

Tawny Lark

Streak-throated Swallow

Hume's Warbler

Booted Warbler

Richard's Pipit

Tawny Pipit

List of Birds Documented
12 species have been added to the NNTR Checklist based

on existing NNTR Tiger Conservation Plan Annexure. 
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10 most counted species according to the participants
checklists
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Observations
A large number of Vulnerable, Least Concern, and
Near Threatened species more than 2500+
individuals were recorded when looking at the
IUCN-listed birds. This demonstrates that the
biosphere is a suitable and secure habitat for Avian
species 

Least Concern (LC)

Near Threatened (NT)

Vulnerable (VU)

Critically Endengered (CR)

Endengered (EN)
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Migration Status
We can observe that a substantial number of migrating
birds visit NNTR when we look at the graph of birds'
migration status. A total of 217 species of birds were
recorded, of which 50 were migratory  the remaining
167 were summer,  passage or resident breeders.
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An Overview of the Survey
All the visitors that arrived on the 20th for the bird survey
were registered. Each registered participant received survey
kit with location map, NNTR Bird checklist, physical data
entry form, notepad and a pen. The indemnity bond was also
signed by all participants, after registration breakfast have
been arranged for the participants..
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Opening Ceremony
After breakfast, NNTR organised a welcome ceremony and briefing on bird
surveys protocols. The programme was conducted under the guidance of Dy.CF
& Field Director, NNTR Mr. Jayarame Gowda R (IFS). The program was
inaugurated by Deputy Director (DD, NNTR) Mr. Pawan Jeph (IFS). DD, NNTR
welcomed everyone and gave a quick introduction of NNTR. Honorary Wildlife
Warden Bhandara Mr. Shahid Khan spoke about the presence of carnivores in
NNTR and the SOP for wild animal encounters during bird survey and Mr.
Rupesh Nimbarte, Hirwal, provided information regarding the survey and
offline data entry. 

Following that, Mr. Pavan Tikhile, GIS expert, NNTR presented through a PPT
presentation on the landscape of NNTR. eBird India Coordinator Mr. Tejas
Parshionikar guided and gave training to all participants through PPT
presentation on bird survey data entry using the eBird mobile app.
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Glimpses Of the Survey
Following lunch, all of the birders were divided into teams and
transferred via logistics with a first aid kit to their individual campsites
and till 23rd morning Birders documented birds around there respective
forest trails. 
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Last Day of the Programe 
In the morning of the 23rd, all participants were picked up from their
respective base camps. Then all were gathered at Pitezari Safari Gate
for the final day's farewell ceremony. Assistant Conservatior of Forest
(ACF) Koka Wildlife Sanctuary Mr. N. Jaykumaran (IFS), Range Forest
Officer (RFO) Pitezari Mr. S. Awagan and Mr. Rupesh Nibarte, Hirwal
NGO honoured all the participant birders with distributing certificate
and T-shirt. Birders provided feedback on the bird survey and its
management..
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२० जनवरी को डिप्टी डायरेक्टर के  ऑफिस मैं सुबह सारे पक्षी निरीक्षकों 
का स्वागत किया गया। प्राथमिक माहिती देने के  बाद सभी को उनके  कैं प पर वनविभाग की
गाड़ियों से छोड़ा गया।कैं प मैं जाना मतलब एक सफारी ही होती है,हमे हीरवाला कैं प मिला
था,गौतम मैडम और पूनावाला वहा के  रेंजर्स थे।सभी ने बड़े उत्साह के  साथ मेरा एवं रवि गोलानी
जी का स्वागत किया।
दो दिन वहा रहकर हमे पक्षी निरीक्षण करना था,टाइगर एवं तेंदुवे  आसपास मैं काफी संख्या मैं
थे, हर ट्रेप कै मरा मैं उनकी मौजूदगी थी, गार्ड लोगो के  साथ सुबह और शाम को पक्षी निरीक्षण
करने मैं कहा दो दिन बीत गए पता ही नही चला। सारे गार्ड उत्साही थे, खास कर हमारे हरेक ट्रैक
मैं पूनावाला रेंजर जी उत्साह के  साथ आते थे और हरेक पक्षी के  बारे में जानकारी लेते थे। वो
सुबह का मचान पर किया हुवा नाश्ता, चूले पर बनाई हुई रसोई ,हरेक चीज मैं वन कर्मियों का
प्यार झलकता था।
पक्षी निरीक्षण के  साथ साथ रात को बाघ की दहाड़ सुनना,रात में उल्लूओ की आवाज सुनना
,उन्हें रिकॉड करना एक रोमांच पैदा करता है।
NNTR के  सभी वन कर्मीओ एवं ऑफिसरों का बहुत धन्यवाद ,सभी का उत्साह देखतेही बनता
था।

Testimonial's

It was a great experience doing the bird survey. Thank you for giving me
this opportunity to be a part of this bird survey. Everything was very well
planned and executed. 

Dr. Rahul Bhagwat, Gujarat 
Wildlife Conservationist 

Harshali S. Patkar, Maharashtra 
MSc Student
( Biodiversity Wildlife Conservation and Management)
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नवेगांव-नागझिरा मे पक्षी सर्वेक्षण का अनुभव बहुत हि शानदार रहा। 
वन अधिकारीयों ने जंगल का परिचय और जंगल को सचित्र समझाने से यहाँ के  जंगल की
जानकारी बखूबी हुई। समूचे जंगल मे दो वर्ग किलोमीटर 
मे वन्यजीवों के  लिए पानी की व्ययस्था रहना, यह बात बहुत हि ख़ास लगी। ऑनलाइन पक्षी
सर्वेक्षण के  लिए इ-बर्ड की उपयोगिता को इ-बर्ड एक्सपर्ट तेजस ने सभी प्रतिभागियों को
समझाया और हर पंधरा मिनिट की एक चेक लिस्ट बनाने पर जोर दिया और सर्वेक्षण के  अंत मे
इस की उपयोगिता को सभी ने सराहा। सभी को स्वागत किट और अपने अपने कु टी के  वन
कर्मचारियों के  लिए और हमारे सुरक्षा हेतू वायु गन और मेडिकल किट तथा भालू और तेंदुए से
बचने की हिदायत देके  सबको अपने कैं प पे पहुँचाया गया। 
यहाँ का घना जंगल, ऊँ चे पेड़, विभिन्न पक्षियोंकी चहचहाहट, घने जंगल मे अपने दिनचर्या मे
व्यस्त बायसन और रात को कैं प के  पास दिखे तेंदुए का दिखना इन सभी से जंगल की सम्पन्नता
दिखाई देती है। कैं प के  वन कर्मचारी काफी मिलनसार थे। चाय, नास्ता, खाना, सोना, पिने के
लिए शुद्ध पानी, नहाने के  लिए गरम पानी सभी की व्यवस्था उचित थी। जंगल मे घुमते समय
विभिन्न पक्षियों को दर्ज करने मे सहायता, वहा के  पेड़ों की जानकारी, जंगली पशुओं के  पद चिन्ह
के  बारे में और उस परिसर की जानकारी साथ में आये वन कर्मचारीयों ने दी। इस कारण मुझे
जंगल की नई जानकारी प्राप्त हुई। जंगल मे घुमते समय हरवक्त सभी वन कर्मचारी सुरक्षा की
दृष्टी से सजग रहते थे। पक्षी सर्वेक्षण के  दुसरे दिन मुझे दुर्लभ काले पंखवाला कोयल-खटिक
पक्षी दिखाई दिया। यह भंडारा जिल्हा और नवेगांव-नागझिरा टायगर प्रकल्प की पहिली और
समूचे महाराष्ट्र राज्य की तीसरी फोटोग्राफिक प्रविष्टि रही। यह बात स्पष्ट करती है ये की यहाँ के
जंगलोंमे वन्यजीवों के  साथ-साथ पक्षीयों का वैभव भी अनूठा है, जिसे मात्र खोजने की जरुरत
है।

Rahul Wakare, Maharashtra 
Web Designer and Wildlife Photographer
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Birders Gallery 

Photo by: Harshali S. Patkar 

Photo by: Deepali Watve

Photo by: Uday Chaudhari

Photo by: Shripad Bhanap
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Photo by: Chhatrapal Choudhary

Photo by: Hritik Ronald Ekka

Photo by: Ketan Kulkarni
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Photo by: Swapna Meshram

Photo by: Ketan Kulkarni Photo by: Rahul Wakare

Photo by: Naina Yadav Photo by: Seema Patil
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Dy. Director Office
Nawegaon-Nagzira Tiger Reserve Nagzira
Forest Colony, National Highway No 6, Near
Bus Stop, Sakoli, Bhandara
Pin Code 441802
Ph. No. 07186-236810
Email: dy.directornntr@gmail.com

C.A Road, Gandhi Putla, Sudam Lane, Itwari,
Nagpur
Pin Code 440002
Ph. No. +91 9552629853,  +91 9423414773
Email: ecosystem.tiger@yahoo.in

Chandrabhaga ward no.3, Kanhartoli,
Gondia
Pin Code 441614
Ph. No. +91 9422132375
Email: nimbarte.rupesh@gmail.com

Thank You 


